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Monument of Enku [Gifu Prefectural historic site]
It is said that this is the place where Enku had a premonition of his own
death,buried himself in the earth and died in 1695 (8th year of Genroku era).
It is said that before Enku died he remarked to the village folk "When
the flower of this wisteria blooms, think of me living below in the ground"
pointing to the wisteria.
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Tombstone of Enku

His tombstone stands in a quiet place
behind the ruins of the Miroku-ji Temple. The
following is carved into the slightly curved stone: "Yu (Sanskrit characters for
Maitreya) This temple was restored by the holy Enku - July 15, 8th year of
Genroku era (personal monogram).”
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[Railway Information]

< Nagaragawa Railway Taxi
>0 min 10 min 3
=
[Express Bus Information] §
Direct Seki city bus s Walking §=3
NEREED 1 hour 10 min 10 min 3 min

[Road Information]

Nagoya Nagoya Expressway - Meishin Exuew'a, Tokai-Hokuriku Expressway
50 min
Nagoya Expressway [ Toka-Hokurku Expressway
Ichinomiya JCT 30min
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About Seki Enku Museum
Address: 185 Ikejiri, Seki

Phone: +81-575-24-2255
Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Holidays: Monday (excluding public holidays) /
Day after public holidays (excluding
Saturdays, Sundays and public B
holidays) / New Year holidays
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Admission; 250 yen for and adults (200 yen for groups of 20 or more) / Junior
high school students or younger are free

Note:There is also the Horado Seki Enku Memorial Museum in Horado Koka, Seki.
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The Land Chosen at the End of
His Wandering Travels

Enku
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During the early Edo period.Enku traveled between Hokkaido and
various provinces in the Kinki region.

He was born in the Mino Province (Gifu Prefecture),took a vow to
make 120,000 Buddhist images during his lifetime, and at the age of
64,passed away here in Seki.

The rough carving of the Enku Buddha features a faint, benevolent
"smile."” Some 300 years have passed, and even now,Enku is still familiar
to many people.
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Compared to cormorant fishing using leashes in other areas, Oze cormorant
fishing and Nagara cormorant fishing in Gifu use and control more cormorant
birds, showing that their technique and history is the most developed in terms of
cormorant fishing. In addition, the cormorant fishing here use bonfires to illuminate
the surface of the river, and the traditional
technique is passed onto the next generation, who
must undergo strict training to inherit this skill
from the usho. Thanks also to the striking features
specific to this region, in March 2015, this tradition
and craft was designated as an Nationally Important
Intangible Folk Cultural Property.
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Who was Enku?

Enku was born in the Mino Province (Gifu Prefecture) in 1632 (9th year
of Kan'ei era). He became a monk at a young age and traveled between
Hokkaido and various provinces in the Kinki region, and mainly in Gifu
Prefecture. He vowed to make 120,000 Buddhist images during his lifetime
and carved them for peasants and others during his travels. It is said that he
carved some 120,000 statues during his lifetime. There are approximately
5,000 statues remaining throughout the country, and there are 330 statues
that are known to exist in Seki. He spent his last years in Seki, and restored
the Mirokuji Temple that closed during the Edo period. Enku became a pupil
of Sonei of the Onjoji Temple (Miidera Temple) in Shiga Prefecture, and
thereafter Mirokuji Temple became a branch temple in 1689 (2nd year of
Genroku era). After Enku restored Miroku-ji Temple, it was destroyed by a
fire in 1920 (9th year of Taisho era), and it is said that there were hundreds
of Enku statues inside. In 1695 (8th year of Genroku era), Enku had a
premonition of his death, and buried himself in the earth (in order to attain
enlightenment) at the edge of the Nagara River, where his life ended after
64 years.
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Ruins of Miroku-ji Temple
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Miroku-ji Temple was the family temple for Mugetsu clan built in Hakuho period
(latter half of the 7th century). Only the foundation stone and podiums remain
today. However, thanks to excavational !nvest|gatlons, the main hall, the pagoda,

the auditorium, the south gate and part
of the excavated wall column attached to
the south gate have been identified and we
now understand that the Miroku-ji Temple Z
had a Hokki-ji-style temple layout. From
the auditorium, spiral hair of Buddha was
unearthed, which helped us understand there
was a statue enshrined there.
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Enku's life

A.D.

Age

1632

1

Born in Mino Province.

1661

30

Finishes the practice of mountain aseticism called Shugendo on
Mt.lbuki.

1663

Carves images to be enshrined at Shinmei - jinja , Minami - mura
Gujo County. *

1666

L.eaves Aomori and crosses over to Hokkaido, leaving a number of
Buddha images behind.

1674

43

Directs and completes restoration of 600 volumes of the
Makaprajna - paramita Sutra,and draws the guardian on its front is
pieces at Sanzo - ji, Shima cho,Mie Pref.

1675

s

Enters Mt. Ohmine and carves an image of ‘En - no - gyoja’(ascetic
En)and others.

1676

45

Around this time stays at Arako Kannon - ji, Nakagawa - ku,
Nagoya.Carves more than one thousand Buddhas images.

1680

49

Travels around lbaragi or Gunma prefectures, leaving anumber of
Buddha images.

1684

53

Stays at Koga - jinja, Horado - mura, Mugi County.

1685

54

Stays in the Hida District.

1686

55

Carves images of Great Inari Vidya God to be enshrined at Inari -
Jinja, Kitsuneana, Hashima City. Carves Buddhist image at Tokaku -
Ji, Kiso County, Nagano Pref.

1689

58

Carves a number of Buddhas,paying pilgrimages to Mt.lbuki, Shiga Pref.
or Nikko, Tochigi pref. Restores Miroku - ji at Ikejiri, Seki City. Receives
‘Certificate of the Succession of Confirmaition, Supreme Secret
Transmisson between Master and Disciple’ from Bishop Sonei at Onjo -
Jji, Otsu City, Shiga Pref. making Miroku - ji a branch of Onjo - ji.

1690

59

Carves an Image of the Reigning Emperor at Kannon - do,Kamitakara
- mura, Yoshiki County, inscribing on its back the fulfillment of his
lifetime vow: ‘one hundred thousand Buddhas completed.’

1695

64

July: Gives his disciple Encho ‘Certificatre of the Succession of
Confirmation, Supreme Secret Transmissoin berween Master and
Disciple./Passes away at Nagara River side, lkejiri, Seki City on the 15th.



