Facility Information
Opening Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Closed on Mondays (excluding holidays) and the day after a holiday (excluding Sat. Sun. and holidays)
Year End and New Year's Holidays (December 29th through January 3rd)
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Benkei Hermitage Inen Museum

T501-3882 I EEpImEASES0EH1  TEL 0575-23-9740
50-1 Nishihiyoshicho Seki, Gifu 501-3882

P35 8B

A Historical Site of Seki City
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Benkei Hermitage
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Inen, a haiku poet who was born in Seki City and lived in the
Edo period, was one of the ten brilliant pupils of Matsuo
Basho. It was “Benkei Hermitage” where Inen lived when he
stayed in Seki.

Benkei Hermitage was carefully conserved as one of the
historical sites in Seki City, but since it was very old, it was
reconstructed to reopen as “Benkei Hermitage - Inen Hirose
Museum-”, adding some works to appreciate his feats.and
documents related to haikai.
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Inen named this hermitage “Shichikizan Benkeian”
(seven-dish mountain Benkei hermitage), for his life there was so frugal, using
only seven dishes, including a bowl and a tray, for his daily life. The name

“Benkei-an” was hand written by Inen on the lid of a bowl storage box, which

is still hung at the entrance.
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Inen’s Haiku Collection
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Born in 1648 in what is now Seki City as the third son of Kyubei Hirose, who was
running a sake brewery (lwamotoya), Inen was originally named “Gennojo”. His
ancestors were said to be samurai who served the Takeda family of Kai Province. In
his early childhood, Gennojo was adopted by a merchant family in Nagoya, but he
was not by nature adept at business and spent every day reading books and
creating haiku.

One day, when a bird came flying down to a plum tree in the garden, observing
that the petals of the plum were blown by flaps of the bird, Gennojo realized how
mutable this world was and left his wife and his daughter home to return alone to
his hometown Seki, shaved his head and became a Buddhist priest.
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Building a-hermitage at the foot of Mt. Asakura, in
his hometown of Seki, Inen devoted himself to
haikai while serving the Buddha, and in 1688,
when Matsuo Basho visited Gifu, Inen became his
pupil. In those days, his pseudonym as a haiku
poet was “Sogyu” but he also used “Chorakunin”,
“Baikabutsu”, among others, before renaming
himself “Inen” later on. In the years of Genroku, he
accompanied Basho when making trips to Omi,
Kyoto, Iga-Ueno, etc.

Particularly on his last trip, Basho trusted Inen so
profoundly that he said, “Although everybody [
wants to accompany me, | have decided to go [«
first with Shiko and then with Inen, and that’s it.”
When Basho became ill in Osaka, Inen devotedly
took care of him until he died. His corpse was
buried at Gichu Temple by Shiko and Inen, BE&ILEFAIER (LE#AZLY)
according to Basho’s will. After his death, Basho's Inen dancing to “Furanembutsu”
haiku were compiled into “Furanembutsu”, to (anextract from book “Kinsei Kijinden”)
hold a memorial service for their master. g
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l‘&',” Z && Inen and his Daughter
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While making trips to various places to perform the Furanembutsu dance,
one day in Nagoya, Inen happened to see his own daughter “Tomo”. Tomo
had never forgotten her father Inen and always wished to see him again
until that day, so she did not care how people looked at them and clung to
his sleeves, while Inen was also unable to keep back his tears at the sight.
On both sleeves / just somehow / winter drizzle

Making this verse, however, he walked away at a smart pace.

Later, learning that Inen was staying in Kyoto, Tomo immediately went
there to see him, but he never saw his daughter who traveled all the way to
Kyoto.

Instead, having drawn his self-portrait with a big hat, holding a stick, on a
piece of used paper at hand and adding a verse:

No matter how many times / | wipe away / the heavy snow

Inen asked someone to hand it to Tomo and then set out on another
journey. Receiving the drawing, in sympathy with what he tried to tell her,
Tomo decided to become a priest herself. She immediately shaved her
head and named herself “Chiganni”, and moved to “Benkei Hermitage” to
spend every day taking care of the drawing, as if she were serving her
father. Learning what she did, Inen returned from Koshiji to live with Tomo.
Within less than a year, however, he got an urge to set out on another
journey to dance Furanembutsu. After traveling around the country, Inen
shortly returned to his hometown of Seki, fell ill there and passed away in
1711. He was said to be 64 years old at the time.

Left alone, Tomo wholeheartedly chanted a prayer to the Buddha for the
soul of her father Inen. Benkei Hermitage later became a convent, with
Kojaku Temple as its principal temple.
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