No-shu Sekisho Rest Area

Cutlery Festival
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Entered through a four meter high guard gate
in the Sekisho Style, this rest area includes a
shop featuring specialties of Seki, a
restaurant and a market.
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The museum is the world’s first famous and
historical in exhibitions of cutlery and razors.
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Seki Cutlery Direct Sales sells
approximately 2000 carefully selected
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Kasuga shrine contains Noh masks and
costumes designated as important national
cultural treasures. The items are exhibited
to the public during the Cutlery Festival.
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The Cutlery Festival is held in October on
the weekend before Health-Sports Day.
The festival offers demonstrations of
traditional sword forging, cutlery exhibitions
and cutlery for sale at bargain prices.

It is said that metallurgy in Seki originated
in the Kamakura Era when the sword smith
Motoshige settled in Seki. During the Age
of Civil Wars (1467 — 1568) many military
commanders, including Oda Nobunaga,
came to favor the swords of Seki. The
quality of Seki’'s swords was attributable to
Maguroku Kanemoto and Izuminokami
Kanesada, both of whom were great sword
smiths.
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Seki Traditional Swordsmith Museum

Museum Hours: 9:00 - 4:30

Closed: Tuesdays and the day following
a holiday. If holiday falls on Tuesday,
museum is not open the next day.

Parking Capacity: 40 standard vehicles

Admission Fees:

* Adults: ¥300 (¥250)

« High school students: ¥200 (¥150)

« Elementary and junior high school
students: ¥100 (¥50)

() are group rate, available for a group
of 20 or more.

Seki is known as the City of Cutlery.
Since the Kamakura Era (1185 —
1333) it has been known as a city of
many prominent sword smiths. Seki
has four distinct seasons and contains
within its boundaries many natural,
scenic, and historical places
representative of Gifu Prefecture.

Seki Traditional Sword smith Museum

T501-3857 Iz B I BE T w9 7 H T 9-1
TEL (0575) 23-3825
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9-1 Minami Kasuga-cho
Seki-shi, Gifu-ken 501-3857
Tel (0575) 23-3825

Tourism Section, Seki City Office

T501-3894 I LI Y i 7 REj#3- 1
TEL (0575) 22-3131 (1R)

FAX (0575) 23-7741
http://www.city.seki.lg.jp

3-1 Wakakusa-dori
Seki-shi, Gifu-ken 501-3894
Tel (0575) 22-3131
Fax (0575) 23-7741
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Seki Traditional Swordsmith Museum
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Cutlery Tomb

On November 8th, Seki City holds a Cutlery
Memorial Service Festival for old or unused
cutlery at a cutlery burial monument. It is
believed that cutlery has a sprit of its own
and that it should therefore receive a proper
burial.
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The western Japan / eastern Japan
demarcation pole is located in Seki. -
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Wi Demonstration Dates
d Please refer to the insert for demonstration dates.
+ Traditional Sword Forging Demonstrations by Swordsmiths
+ Demonstrations of blade finishing and decoration by
Togishi, Tsukamakishi, Sayashi, Shiroganeshi
* Scheduled Demonstration Dates: Janauary 2nd
(First forging ceremony) and Cutlery Festival in October
*Please see insert to confirm demonstration dates for
other months.
*January 2nd demonstration is held at 10:00 only
*Demonstration on the date of Cutlery Festival starting
at 10:30, 1:30 and 3:00
% Dates and times are subject to change without notice.

Please look up Seki City Homepage or contact the
Seki Traditional Swordsmith Museum.
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Sword made by Kanemoto
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Japanese sword history exhibits
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The metallurgy techniques established
in Seki during the Kamakura Era are
displayed in this facility. Materials
related to the history and manufacture
of Japanese swords and a collection
of knives are exhibited here. Swords
made by famous sword smiths,
Kanemoto and Kanesada are also
displayed. Cutlery from the modern
era are exhibited on the 2nd floor and
include custom made items from Seki
and from abroad.
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Exhibit of outdoor knives
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Togishi

A specialist demonstrates the proper
technique used to sharpen a forged
sword.

Tsukamakishi

A specialist wraps the handle of a sword

in shark skin and coils braids with
woven silk.

Sayashi
A specialist makes a scabbard for storing
a sword.
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Shiroganeshi

A specialist works on the important
habaki or area connecting the blade to
the handle.




